
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old by September 1
st

.   

We offer a young 5 kindergarten for students 5 years old by September 2
nd

 

through December 1
st

. 

 

Academic 

 Identifies the uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet.  (If you point to a random 

letter, they can tell the letter name.) 

 Recognizes that letters make sounds.  (Even if they are not able to name each letter sound 

yet, they can recognize that Vinny and violin start with the same sound.) 

 Recognizes common words in the environment (Stop, Meijer, etc,). 

 Produces rhyming words (if someone says bat, the child can say cat). 

 Listens to and discusses a story (talks about the characters, what they see in the illustrations, 

makes a prediction about what might happen next). 

 Understands the concepts of print.  (How to hold a book, which way to turn the pages, 

understands that we read left to right and that words have meaning.) 

 Counts to 20. 

 Identifies the numbers 0-10. 

 Counts a number of objects accurately (up to 10 objects). 

 Identifies and copies patterns (sees blue, yellow, blue, yellow and knows what comes next). 

 Is generally excited to learn new concepts. 

 

  

What Your Child Needs to Know to Enter 

At Arnold Elementary School 

  



Fine Motor Skills 

 Writes his/her own name. 

 Holds a pencil and crayon and is able to draw and write somewhat accurately. 

 Uses scissors and glue sticks appropriately and with some precision. 

Social 

 Tells an adult their name and age, can converse about age appropriate topic with an adult. 

 Interacts appropriately with peers and talks to other children (plays nicely and shares). 

 Follows 1 and 2 step directions. 

 Follows rules and routines. 

Independence 

 Uses the bathroom independently (wiping, washing hands and adjusting clothing). 

 Cares for their own belongings. 

 Cleans up after themselves. 

 Is able to eat independently including opening any packages for lunch and snack. 

 

Young Five Kindergarten 

Enrollment in the young 5 kindergarten program is a decision based on input from teachers 

and administrators through a screening process.  The program was developed for children 

who turn 5 years old between July 1
st

 and December 1
st

.  Often, children who turn 5 years of 

age after July will have a significantly different level of development than children 

approaching their 6
th

 birthday.  For this reason, we offer a young 5 kindergarten program.  

This is an all day, every day program and students transition into kindergarten the next 

school year. 

Students enrolled in young 5 kindergarten have the opportunity to participate in a wide 

variety of activities designed to help them make the adjustment to the school environment 

and working in a group.  They develop their listening skills, social/emotional skills, literacy, 

language, and mathematical reasoning.  These students learn to take turns, wait without 

interrupting, and get along with other children and to cooperate with adults other than their 

parents.  From the first day till the last, young 5 kindergarten students are saturated with 

these concepts in a fun yet challenging way. 


